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Chair Luke and members of the House Committee on Finance, thank you
for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 2248. The purpose of
this bill is to make an emergency appropriation to the Department of the Attorney
General for retention of expert witnesses and specialized legal counsel in major
litigation against the State of Hawaii.

The Office of Elections has directly benefited from the Department of the
Attorney General’s retention of specialized legal counsel in the reapportionment
case of Kostick v. Nago, in which the U.S. Supreme Court, on January 21, 2014,
affirmed the decision of the U.S. District Court of the District of Hawaii. This
decision removed the legal uncertainty over whether the district boundaries
associated with the contested reapportionment plan would have needed to be
altered in closed proximity to the 2014 Elections.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill No. 2248.
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H.B. 2248
MAKING AN EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL.

House Committee on Finance

The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports the passage of H.B. 2248 which
makes an emergency appropriation to the Department of the Attorney General for
retention of expert witnesses and specialized legal counsel in major litigation against the
State of Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.
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